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sleves beer doing 1ots of talkzin'y, anc yo' got Lo bhe keeriu

Auvnt Jane knew that Sue Ann was young and none to wlise

apout masters. The 0ld woman liked bSue Ann because she wa
about the same age her daughter should be. Aunt Janes's
daughter had been sold separately Ifrom her when her baby was
one vear old. '"Mr. Gibson i1s married, and the house glaves

tell Miss Martha evervythin' tThat goes on among the slaves,”

-‘1 & ,f': r‘-l-* et e | & b~ \ -1.--\ 8 —l'v--u s
OLlc aAuvnt Jane werned as she rose from her stooped position.

@

At alhad 1. =~ 4+ + e ' :
e stretched way bacik, then stooa there, stooped 1n & per-

dn iy ) L $ - +- T ] . ~ - 7 1 ~ -
petual stance lixe the 0ld tree near her clapboard shanty.

; F = = . y T - N E t 7 .—"‘. i
ner nhusoband abouv tThis, ne'll have

?'-. - *"""‘:f“ 7 B R —~ .J;.'....-. e e T s ] . d— ~ ::: “*
iss Martna alreacdy nac conironted Mr. Gibson witn Sue
b T P t . -~ m—s ﬂv"h ~ *1"- N 4" o 1 .‘l, i -L r
ATITIT S PregnancCye. Glos80nn asiZed Tae nelgnooring plianctation

el ated e 1 Ny Ty e e e

X G2V el O Lol e
n‘ 'r'i""."'!"' T 3 -4; . - ﬂ Ll 1 v 'P/ . : - -y
Avnt Jane told nue Ann she had seen whdt happencs to zirls

wao clalm they are pregnant by their slave masters.

"Run as far and as fast as you can, child:"

But Sue Ann thought the master had real concern for her,
anc she wanted to talk to him once more.

"0ld man Gibsons' gonna' chop you up like you chops them

weeds 1f you don't git," the other field girls convinced her

that night. ©She decided To run away before dawn. but that was

1,

tTo late. Gibson kicked open the door %o Ann's ghsgclt as

/)
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five wasons were approaching the bilg nouse. mach wagon was
-y - 3 >
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criven by & docile looxing Dblack boy with the owner seaved

begice him, cradling either a rifle or & shotgun. One wagon

carried Mr. Moss and his slaves, The other held Mr. Hamilton

and his slaves, Mr. Po

b3

ther and his slaves, Mr. Lloyd with his

slaves, and Mr. Bradly with his slaves. Of all the masters,

Old Man Bradly was most feared and hated by all. When Aunt

Jane saw him., her heart seemed to crawl from

C—i-
13
¢
4
¢
o
D

. "
SU up
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TnEO nher nourtne omhe hao heard that he wag so mean thnet 1if - =

I..-

. 1 - v R, »-L- = g . - — : -* -s-u . : -: k: -?f‘\
siave liec ©To nim, man or woman., ne would drive & nail througsh

Ty . : + 4 d o 3y am Tl e N J T ey 9y o de o
hls tongue 1nto a Ttree stumn., and through his hands for steal-

‘?‘T'-,F, 3 — E Ny q'r\ N et - e . - ™~ J -‘ o
17Z. brecly nhad the largest plantavion around anc owned many
- T N o * B — . ™ — n- -
slaves., e was a ghort man with a heavy Ifrare. He walxec
- - ~3 I — - - . acfre N, T™Y - —_—
very slowly with a sway in his stride. His legs were bent as
—— -~ m~ ““1.'} (-3 y-;-.’ y-\-w-\—l -~ .---?| < }-4-; .L..‘,F\ Q*’-;-L-w#\ wh-; "’i“‘ -: S T T T Ny . YR 7 = T T A ""_*':/‘"" ‘1 T e T ol ot oy o
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hr ot o~
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which revealed his sadism when he rested themr upon a slave.

>, —-

low, as always, he carried his whip and large hunting knife.

Mr. Gibson stoed in Sue Ann's doorway, Hfaﬁlv stopped

his wagon and walked over to ask what was going on. Gibson

told him what Sue Ann had said, and that he was going to whip

her in front of all the other pregnant slaves. "I've got three

other pregnant women besides this one here.”

Bradly told Gibson, "A whippin

2 S e

o is not good enough pun-

1shment, " Bradly grunted, "especially since you are a married

man. If The baby is born with light skin and light eyes.," he

gsave Glbson a knowing look, "Miss Martha might believe Sue
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car teach

the meanest son-of-a-bitch alivel™

O

d man Bradly told Moss and Hamilton to bring Sue Ann

}__.J

cut 0 him. He told them to tie her between two trees, up-

ﬂ

right and spreadeagled. Bradly then stripped the now terrifiec

1 Arvm +* 1’1 M A AT
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, . o . ‘
t'ne otTher plantetion owners stoocd around with their gcuns

- . o - . R U 3 Ao 1 . - K e A
cOCI€C. e slave women wantved Lo beg and cryv Ior Sue Ann's
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oirl who belonzed to EBradly and was pregnant by him. retty,
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colng TO happen decause they had come a long ways, and were
v- -: " —-Lw-: Y- e ﬂv— ? m-w. r’? 1 o mr--. i ~
n1SSing Ttime at wori. essle Mae had seen beating before,
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oUL never aryvioning lixe what she was about TO See. 'ne ren
=
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attracted TO The spot LYy the commotion were Xept well behinc
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0f course, the white owners let the male slaves stay as this

punish ent also would serve as a lesson for them, too.

&

As the sun slowly rose, Bradly reached for his hunting

-

-y
i

nife and started to walk toward Sue Ann. When she started

TO cry and beg for her life, one of the young slave men

knocxed Hamillton down to the ground with a thud. The young
slave, nemed Hezehiah, ran toward Bradly hollering., "No! No!
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pelore Hezehilan could reacn =radly, the blast from Mogs's

shotgun rang ouf. The nlast had tTore Hezehiah almost in two.
1y

but now continued on toward

Bracly had stopped momentari

-;- -5

sue Ann looking at her as though she were his most hated

enenv. ohe called orn Jesus. and made a frantic gyvrations to

e hhoav sAnAo } 1 - Aol A =R £ N e . 1
SSCcane her Doncs. Ag she pleadecdc with Bradly for mercy, ne
: ) 7 E -: - -n "‘y-'-d- : -l_v{:-‘ — y " - l .1.-. y '-‘F-‘ 1 - ~p ; ﬁ';.- - '::-\ " . : J—-
stabper Tnae nafe into the tip of her stomach, pusiaing 1t to
nd ) -Er'” S +— im il N 1‘31 \ '{ -+ -~ T TN <+ ‘t‘.‘l Y X l
LA i Lt . vacn DULLed 10 COWIR PASU e IIavVel e
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Ag The inife glic into her, TtThe male slaves groaned
SToue anc leanec fToward & thouonh struecis aimultan s e+ S o
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ArTer -ue Ann wag leic open., »r&cdly reached 1irgice the
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SCrealllny Wonman annd yangeC OouT Tic FetTUusS He Threw 1T ©TO
' . , 4 TS 4 py 3 37 o 3 -
The grounc and stomped 1te. =Z€ had plood spattered all over
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AT thalt moment 3radly began to cut Sue Ann, and the
blood began to flow. Bessie Mae had to bite her tongue to
kKeep from screaming. ohe knew better than to scream because

one oI the older women had told her not to do so, and why.

The sun was higher now, but the morning still cool, and

steam began tTo rise from Sue Ann's body like a gutted hog in

»

late auvtumne. <1The sight of Tthis made Bessie Mae's stomach do

g strange turn, as 1f her baby felt every emotion she did.
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overgseer asked her why gshe was belng lazy. He her 10

"stop bullshittin'" and to start working.

Begssie Mae understood what he meant and she tried to

work, but her body was too large and the pain was greater

than her fear. Affer watching her work a while, the over-

[ 4 - -5

secer rode up behind her and struck her soundly with his whip.
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inen ZBradly nearda ©i the cdeath. ne had the slave men

dig a hole 1n the cotton field where she had died and bury

Resgie Mae There wiohere her child as soon as she could walk

would help others chop and hoe and fill the cotton bags of
others until at lenght, she was large enough to have one of

ner OWhe

KHeither Housemother nor anyone else WhO knew, ever told
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dlora Mae tThat she was Bracly's cdaughter. As the cirl grew
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In 1867

rmy had begun to hire runaway slaves, Bradly's

I'he gmell of freedom was in the

possible. The few
ong, were confiscated

by the Confederacy for all types of labor.

A glave Dy The name
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At lenght, Flora Mae, HousemoTher,
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had said,

and have a long life ahead.

ly's plantation.

ra Mae 1n such a

lovely figure and natural beauty.
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lora lae was Just about to sit down and start milking

Wiien She sensed somegone was in the bhbarn. 5She whirled around

and saw the Three soldiers. The two white soldiers were

grinning from ear to ear, but the black soldier was very

a—

sober faced. He was thinking that Flora Mae was the most

ch-yvellow black girl he ever had seen. Instantly
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Milton last. Pye was The vlack scldier. They were going in

this order because Milton had been first last time they raped

a girl, and Pye first the time before that. He could say

nothing against them raping Flora Mae because they all had

raped Southern white girls, too.

Valeno reached down and tore the top of her dress open,
exposing the most beautiful set of tits he ever had seen,
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Pve and Milton., standing behind Valeno with their eyes wide
open were practically drooling. Pye felt like screaming for

he wanted her all for himeself.
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"You sons-of=bitches!" Valeno shouted. "Go stand in tThe
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corner until I'm finished. like I do when you're doing iti"
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"I'm gonna blow your ass into nelll” Valeno lost his haxd

on rigant away end leaped up. Flora Mae jumped up, too,

trying To cover herself up as pest as she could.
Valeno., thinking fast, sgid, "Fister.please be careful

5h aln't no Yank!" 3Bradly didn't see or
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now the other two soldiers were behind him in the corner,

Miiton picked up a four-pronged pitchfork that was leaning
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Bradly and lunged.

against the wall. He eased up behind

The two middle prongs went all the way through Bradly's
neck, leaving a prong on each side. Bradly straightened

up and his shotgun went down and fired, blasting off his

Toot at the ankle. The prongs pinned Bradly to a nearby
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cself. 1In hig frantic efforts to pull away from The post,

his neck began to tear worse. Blood was gushing from his

nose and mouth and running Irom his shattered foot stump all

over the floor. The norrible sight made all those present,
pause 1n frozen silence. Bradlyl!s eyes were bugged wide open
anc his head was tipped to the left side, with his hands now
nolding The prongs in a death grite
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Bracdly's horror gave Flora Mae a strange
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exclaimed, "On man! If we get caught for this, we'll really

"We should kill the girl, too.," Valeno said. "dithoutb

a witness. we can't ~et in trouble "
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n1s eyes and gaw trouble 1f they'c Try to kill Flora lMae.

ve reasoned with them, "She don't give a fuck about no

Valeno looked at Pye and said, "Okay man.

But I hope

this ain't no mistake. ILet's get the hell outa here!™ Pye

was the last to go out of the barn. He locked back at Flora

Mae and smiled, and, despite the carnage there, she smiled

When the soldiers left, Flores Mae rarn to the house anrd
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the vthree who knew said nothing, until Hou semother exclaimed,



-
N

(1

¢ asked RBubbles and James if they'd bury hir.

B3
st
Q
-3
&
m

Bubbles, without changinghis exprecgsion said, "Let him rot

U

right there on that post." James picked up Bradly's other

I

-~ -L— “ e -; 1 2 _ir . - -r‘;
SHOTEUNn nd ToO0HE N1S Al ie.

Ll

- o o ST T )
On the way back to the house, Bubbles and James were

= ~ | p - PEN — - - _j L '-5"?

chead ol HdAouvserotner anc rlora [eac.
'cince the war is on, we may run into trouvle.” House-

T _ - —y - ' ~ e -
VAN T S T T T YR Ly SRR v T B, - LR RERRN ".)"""‘z pli O i DRI B o B At B e O"""\ t
O re SEImTMel So0ora riac ® Inere - 1_ T 0L SU7T «...,_’b\./ j ot ot
e iy +,--._] -;-«Al 1 ., il -ﬂr\c‘_‘:»{;'f: 1'_\1 1 b +* wyr“c:la"qy 5 g*-.ﬂ.e '-r*a f\i'hf*}"-
, — X r:.‘:.._..,-;i_'. N P S A UGl @ O O_L w2 P ¥ eh_} - U .L......,._,....l.'{:)
T AN oa s v ara ’-*l*'f“*'\f"“‘*’"'r JS, Tyt SN SN S W 1 I Wt o s 1S =Val
L1000 CUy TASIt. LUllfilVe y 10T 01 Doal el norney., oLialCil
rw-?q/;? x-.ru".-w-'; -~ Vil e e’ i - f“ o e i o ]
a«‘b ..,..‘.\_/;.. ‘4. '." ..‘...:.....g.. 1\..-!' ':.-/ . - 'J \J R ‘Nu"k.; - t-I' i l. N S LJ - o \./ 3
Tr".] Yy I3 JERE e R S S ol o f.‘:x{"? LRI s D T eoeaosr oo ! =~ T SR Sl S
—~l— - ' -v:v — “ -’:—w’"\-t/ — ._.v’\—r’\ U \‘-"' \-"(' h’: ?.*" R -.;';;',O (W u O —f e i v ‘!w" —_— —_ \0-" ® ;\-ﬂ' 3.0. \-" O--:—- '\.p"u:u..- "\—/
et
TS a Freah ot ceme heve and Fhdntt wra dan a1l ! Beadlw S
i O PRI S o WS & et a2nG W ARER AR U S - C.O071 O S Sl Y i@
-':*r‘,:--..:,:nr\ T RN I £ _3/"\1*:—* “:Jz“ N &‘J*jr“""“.";"‘ﬁ T3 1 4 "...L...,.T T f‘)r‘a-:”
Dol lCD . L LTI & LOvie auoOUL ALLalllle LT = a4 CLT ! i ol
A
N ey o e R R R e e N = R W=t W HougeroTher wryTT e ety et ot i,
...-..’1-\,-;"‘-'-'-_': el o] L s W /-: r'*_i - -1-.—1 f\‘..}_ w} r‘*]«-r\-i--:} "wt f -YJ; L—ﬂ e o Oﬂ- 't jﬁm'}«\«;ﬂ‘ 7 t!
- L NP WS L WL {...,.'q. ?--w-r | N S S A C/\. Jo L- f\.l e e - —...Q\—-L-L i.J s, LJe O.-»..- e L}.».leg}" C"}O Cav{.;{- _:..L U 2
- L
v o » -1 ‘ . L t L J 3
! AN TN iy e Y "1-"‘1;/‘ wita T hav' Y? 4 o h o i ol of T TS Y ‘ }\1*1 i -— ' adene
Housencother said, "Yes, honey, we goin', but it ain't

Atlanta I'm talkin' about. It's the gettin' therel™

"We'll go in the house and see what we can find," Flora

.

Mae said. "Welll take all the food and stuff we can. BRubbles

and James both got a shotgun and shells?" she asked.

"Yes, they have, baby, an' they're both tough ol' men
Trom workin' so0 hard 3ut they ain't never shot no man befo'
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and they're scairt o' white men.”
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were a lot of boxes around the room,

old bottles, clothes, and papers.

in hie room for long time. Since
running off, he was afraid of sor

g large old bed
trunk at the
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coveralls, and some 0ld sheets. They tTook none of that.

One closet was locked, as was the trunk at the end ol tThe
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bed. Bubbles and James knew this, but had forgotten. When-

ever the women had cleaned Bradly's room, they had spoke of
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she tegen to Ieedl which she dicn't guite understanc. &h

left the barn with the keys and watech in her hand,

The closet and trunk held more Jjunk, but on closer

observation, Flora Mae noticed there appeared to be a false

bottom 1n the trunk. ©She hurriedly threw the junk out on the

floor. DBubbles and James started ducking and Jjumping, for in

her excitement, Flora Mae was Throwing it everywhere. She
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So 0ol' Bradly didn't give

took the loot down to the wagon.

ad no top so they let down the tailgate to
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make a bed for Housemother, thern helped her in. They got

some vlankets and put a pillow under her head. For food
thev had the rabbits that Zubnles and James nad shot earlier
thet dev. some salt pork, bread, anc some home DPreserves.

As the three were helping Housemother 1nto tne wagon,
Tlore Yae noticed that Zubbles and James were taliiing To the
01ld woman very sweetly anc looking at Housemother 1n a way
that Flora lae had before never noticed. Puvtles wae telling
Houserotbher, "Don't worry gsweetnesarc,' wita her nancd betveen
nis and James was saving very gently, "YVou Jecg' keep prering,
HSouserotner., an' we'll get vou tTo Atlanta. Then you'll be
ces! finel”

made Florsa Mae
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Watching them

Then she remembered how

moments.
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friendship, They even looked alikxe. NMany people though

they were blood brothers., but they weren't.

Pubbles had salt and pepper hair, more salt than pepper,.

which was very tight to his head. Hilis skin was very dark
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with Two worry lines across his forehs Hls eyves were
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walkking and nunting, and running after game Bradly had killed

when Tthey were younger,

Jamres nad a few scars in his eyebrows and under one eye.

Tnese came from a time when he had to fight a slave named 3o,
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Bracly

James fight again because he was such a good worker

Bradly had left his mark on Bubbles also. One Time when
Rubbles was tired and thought he was ready To dle anyway, he
refused to work. DRradly smacked Bubbles across the face wit
migs whip handle for reifusing At another Time he'd have
willed him., bubt with tae war on., good bonds were nard
cbtain,. ubbles had snatched the whip from Bradly and hat
nim on the head with it., layving him on the ground. The
overseser chargec Zubbles and tied him To the whippling poste.
Then they tore off his shirt. The overseer Threw a bucket
water on RBradly to bring him arounc. dly nad whipped
BEubbles almost death. The slave Tinally had passed out
from the pain. When 2ubbles had regained his sense Bradly

then poured salt and pepper int wounds,

st11]1l refused tTOo sScreanm Housemother hed nursed th

t0o healthe.
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nes & gun will Jjam up an' get vou 1n trounle

with big game," James explainec. ''Besides, we can spear
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fish if we run out of food. You see Flora lMae, with The
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stick sharp on both ends. if an enimal attacks an' the ghot-
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gun con'T worlr, 1 cen stick nis' st
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end will run through him."
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JETCN 10T game. ''ney Kepth the tTailgate down so 1f either

I Them would get tired, they could ride for a while.
Flora Mae gave a tug at the reins and the horse started

TO move.away from this place that had scarred minds and

bodies for life. Flora Mae was remembering when she was
about 15 years old., she was scrubbing the kitchen floor on

her hands and knees. DBradly had come in and hit her on the

rear with his whip handle. ©She hated him for that. As they

rode past The barn, Housemother also had her thoughts about

Bracly. ©She particularly re

| va— ]

nembpered back some 20 years or
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nore. pBradly had had her clean up his room. He came in
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but he had told her to shut up.

¢ now as theyv passed the barn, remembering their

humiliations and sufferings, Housemother felt Jjoy at know-

ing where 32radly was now. Housemother tnought 1f the black
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omeday we'll really be free an' havpy. After that House-
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Jamres vas waliing on the right side of the wago
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carrying nhis sharpened stick. 3Bubbles was on the left side,

The house was still in sight in the background. They both

looked back at the house atl the same time, then they looked

at each other and smiled broadly with the smile of truly good-

natured people. How good it was to be getting out of there.



